
11-14-95 Minutes

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Bedford, Virginia, was held in the
Council Hall of the Municipal Building at 7:30 p.m., November 14, 1995.

Members present: Mayor G. Michael Shelton; Vice Mayor Larry D. Brookshier;
Councilwoman Mary L. Flood; Councilwoman Joanne A. Grahame;
Councilwoman Linda Kochendarfer; and Councilman Ronnie C. Rice.

Members absent: Councilman W. D. Tharp.

Staff present: City Manager Jack A. Gross; City Attorney W. W. Berry, IV
(arrived at 7:52 p.m.); and Clerk of the Council Teresa W. Hatcher.

Mayor Shelton opened the meeting and led all present in saying the Pledge of
Allegiance to the Flag.

Mayor Shelton presented Mr. Welford Howell with a Jefferson Cup and Seal of
the City upon his retirement from the Public Works Department on October 31,
1995, after 19 ½ years of service with the City.

Mayor Shelton declared that the minutes of a regular Council meeting held on
October 24, 1995, were approved as distributed.

City Manager Gross stated that the Taxicab Committee has asked that agenda
item, "Request for Change in Taxicab Rates - L & G Cab Company," be tabled
due to conflicting rate schedules. Mr. Gross indicated that a letter has been written
to the cab company stating that the Taxicab Committee will meet again when the
rate schedules have been finalized.

Mayor Shelton tabled the agenda item regarding change in taxicab rates.

Members of Council spoke regarding various subjects during the Council
Comments portion of the agenda:

Councilman Rice asked the Electric Committee to give Council an
overview regarding the shutdown of the Snowden Hydroelectric
Plant.

Councilwoman Grahame spoke concerning a letter (from Mr. Tommy
Martin) written to the local newspaper regarding the recent fire at Rubatex
Corporation which indicated that there was a zoning violation there.
Councilwoman Grahame stated that the area in question has been used for
storage for years and is covered by Section 701.03 of the Zoning
Regulations (non-conforming uses of land).



Mayor Shelton spoke of letters to newspapers written by Mr. Tommy
Martin that have included erroneous information and have gone
unanswered by the City. Mayor Shelton asked the City Manager to prepare
a response to Mr. Martin’s letter be sent to the local newspaper in order to
present the facts of the matter.

Vice Mayor Brookshier, on behalf of Rubatex Corporation, expressed
appreciation for the City staff in the efforts it made to help those persons
affected by the fire at Rubatex.

Vice Mayor Brookshier stated that he had received a letter from Mrs.
Trudy Thaxton regarding a memorial window at Washington Street
Baptist Church in honor of the late Councilman Payton M. Otey. The Vice
Mayor suggested that City Council should possibly contribute in memory
of Mr. Otey. The Mayor and Vice Mayor will work with the City Manager
to determine what Council should do.

Mayor Shelton gave Council a draft of a Mission Statement for the City
School Board. The Mayor and the Chairman of the City School Board will
meet on November 16 and the Mayor requested that Council members
contact him with any comments and suggestions before November 16.

Mayor Shelton mentioned a memorandum from the City Manager
regarding the polling places. Mr. Shelton stated that election officials have
asked about the possibility of moving the polling precinct from the Fire
House.

The City Attorney arrived at 7:52 p.m.

Council concurred in soliciting input from the Electoral Board, officers of elections,
NAACP, voters league, and boards of proposed sites regarding the location of the two
polling places in the City. After the information is compiled, public input will be solicited
as to the desirability, the feasibility, and the necessity of changing the polling places to
better serve the public.

Mr. Jay Scudder, Director of Planning & Community Development, explained the
reasons for requesting clarifications to the Land Development Regulations, Article XIII,
regulating subdivision utilities, streets and sidewalks.

The Clerk of Council read aloud the following public hearing notice:

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE



Notice is hereby given of a public hearing to be held by the City Planning
Commission at 6:00 p.m., Thursday, November 2, 1995, and City Council
at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, November 14, 1995, at the City Municipal
Building, Council Hall, 215 E. Main St. for the purpose of considering a
request for the following:

To consider amendments to the City of Bedford, Land
Development Regulations, Article XIII, regulating
subdivision utilities, streets, and sidewalks. These
amendments will clarify and reaffirm City policies related
to utilities, streets, and sidewalks.

Copies of the proposed amendments are on file in the
Office of Planning and Community Development.

The request is being made by the City of Bedford.

Anyone who is in favor of or opposed to the amendments will have an
opportunity to express their views at this hearing.

By the Authority of the City of Bedford

Council and Planning Commission

Mayor Shelton opened the public hearing at 8:08 p.m. As there were no comments from
the public, the Mayor closed the public hearing at 8:09 p.m.

The Consent Agenda consisted of the following item: Appointment of Mr. O. P. Stancer
to serve a four-year term on the Industrial Development Authority, said term to expire
November 30, 1999.

Vice Mayor Brookshier moved that Council adopt the Consent Agenda. The motion was
seconded by Councilwoman Grahame, voted upon and carried.

Vice Mayor Brookshier moved that Council approve the amendments to the City of
Bedford Land Development Regulations, Article XIII, regulating subdivision utilities,
streets, and sidewalks. The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Kochendarfer, voted
upon and carried.

The City Attorney indicated this should be a roll call vote, which follows:

Vice Mayor Brookshier aye

Councilwoman Flood aye



Councilwoman Grahame aye

Councilwoman Kochendarfer aye

Councilman Rice aye

Councilman Tharp absent

Mayor Shelton aye

City Manager Gross stated that during the Council meeting of August 22, 1995, Council
adopted a resolution providing for the issuance and sale of taxable lease revenue bonds in
a principal amount not to exceed $3,000,000 to finance the acquisition of certain
electrical distribution facilities from Appalachian Power Company. These facilities will
be sold to the City and then leased back to APCo to provide power to the new addition to
the Georgia-Pacific plant in Bedford County and to sections of the older plant. The City
Manager stated that it is now necessary for Council to amend certain provisions of the
prior resolution to be consistent with the terms of the equipment sale and lease agreement
entered into between the City and APCo.

Councilwoman Grahame moved that Council waive the reading of the proposed
resolution except for the preamble. The motion was seconded by Vice Mayor Brookshier,
voted upon and carried.

The Mayor read aloud the preamble to the proposed resolution.

Councilwoman Kochendarfer moved that the resolution be approved. The motion was
seconded by Councilman Rice, voted upon and carried by the following roll call vote:

Councilwoman Flood aye

Councilwoman Grahame aye

Councilwoman Kochendarfer aye

Councilman Rice aye

Councilman Tharp absent

Vice Mayor Brookshier aye

Mayor Shelton aye

The resolution follows as adopted.

(The resolution will be included in the permanent minute book)



Chief of Police Graham made a presentation on the regional radio system. The Chief
reviewed financial information regarding the radio system and cost estimates for the
system.

City Manager Gross recommended that Council give the E-911 Committee the authority
to stay committed to the project.

It was the consensus of Council for the Committee to proceed.

City Manager Gross stated that the Blue Ridge Regional Jail Authority was established in
November 1994 with the approval by the participating localities of a Service Agreement.
Since that time Appomattox County and Bedford County have withdrawn from the
Authority and Halifax County has voted to join the Authority. During an adjourned
meeting on October 4, 1995, Council adopted a resolution approving Halifax County’s
membership. Mr. Gross indicated that it is now necessary to adopt a resolution approving
amendments to the Service Agreement to acknowledge the withdrawal of Appomattox
County and Bedford County and to accept Halifax County as a member. The amendments
will also provide for the Authority to construct a new local jail in Halifax County, to be
operated by the Authority.

Discussion ensued.

Mayor Shelton suggested that the Finance Committee work with the City Manager on
this matter.

The Clerk of Council read aloud the following proposed resolution:

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE FIRST AMENDMENT

TO THE BLUE RIDGE REGIONAL JAIL AUTHORITY

SERVICE AGREEMENT

WHEREAS, the Blue Ridge Regional Jail Authority (the "Authority")
was established in 1994 by the County of Appomattox, the County of
Bedford, the City of Bedford, the County of Campbell and the City of
Lynchburg for the purpose of constructing and operating a new regional
jail in the City of Lynchburg and renovating the county jails; and

WHEREAS, a Service Agreement detailing the relative obligations of the
parties was entered into on November 10, 1994 (the "Service
Agreement"); and



WHEREAS, subsequent to that time the County of Bedford and the
County of Appomattox, through action of their respective Boards of
Supervisors, have withdrawn from the Authority; and

WHEREAS, by resolution dated September 12, 1995 the Halifax County
Board of Supervisors adopted a Resolution of Intent to become a member
of the Authority, necessitating certain amendments to the Service
Agreement.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the First Amendment to
the Blue Ridge Regional Jail Authority attached to this Resolution is
hereby approved.

(The attachment will be included in the permanent minute book)

Councilwoman Kochendarfer moved that the resolution be approved. The motion was
seconded by Councilwoman Grahame, voted upon and carried by the following roll call
vote:

Councilwoman Grahame aye

Councilwoman Kochendarfer aye

Councilman Rice aye

Councilman Tharp absent

Vice Mayor Brookshier aye

Councilwoman Flood aye

Mayor Shelton aye

City Manager Gross stated that the Electric Department is recommending two changes to
the electric tariff after meeting with the Electric Committee. The first would provide two
different charges to customers who have been cut off and wish to pay their bill after
hours: a charge of $19 during business hours and a charge of $45 after business hours.
The additional $26 would be used to pay for overtime wages. The City has a minimum
call out of two hours that must be paid.

The City Manager indicated the second change would require the customer to pay all
costs for overhead line after 600 feet. It was recommended that the current tariff be
changed to read: The City will provide up to 600 feet of overhead single phase line free
of charge (includes all poles, lines and equipment to serve a typical residential customer)
after the 600 feet the customer will reimburse all costs associated with each additional



foot. This will include trucks, materials, and labor. In addition, the customer shall clear
all right of way and secure all easements.

Councilwoman Kochendarfer moved that Council approve the revision to the electric
tariff as recommended by the Electric Committee. The motion was seconded by
Councilwoman Grahame. After a brief discussion the motion was voted upon and carried,
six members voting aye, one member (Tharp) absent.

Vice Mayor Brookshier indicated that Mr. Billy Burnette is now on the Reynolds Park
Committee.

The Electric Utility Director explained that the shut down at the Snowden Hydroelectric
Plant is due to the failure of mechanical shaft seals.

Discussion ensued regarding how to distribute information to the public and the lack of
coverage of Council meetings by the news media.

City Attorney Berry reported that the Attorney General’s office has indicated that as soon
as there is a signed lease on the Wharton House, the L.S.C.A. grant funds will be
released.

Mayor Shelton adjourned the meeting at 9:36 p.m.


