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A regular meeting of the Council of the Town of Bedford, Virginia, was held in the 

Council Hall of the Municipal Building at 7:00 p.m., November 26, 2013. 

 

Members present: Mayor Robert T Wandrei; Councilman Robert D. Carson; Councilman 

Stacey L. Hailey; Councilman C. G. Stanley, Jr.; Councilman W. D. Tharp (arrived at 

7:02 p.m.); and Vice Mayor James A. Vest 

 

Members absent: Councilman Steve C. Rush; 

 

Staff present: Town Manager Charles P. Kolakowski; Town Attorney W. W. Berry, IV; 

and Clerk of the Council Teresa W. Hatcher 

 

Mayor Wandrei opened the meeting and led all present in saying the Pledge of Allegiance 

to the Flag. 

 

Mayor Wandrei declared that the minutes of a regular Council meeting held on 

November 12, 2013, were approved as distributed. 

 

Town Manager Kolakowski reported on the following: 

 

 Encouraged everyone to participate in “Small Business Saturday” - the Chamber 

of Commerce is asking everyone to support the local businesses 

 Welcomed a new restaurant/shop that is in the old Wharton Gardens cottage 

 

Councilman Tharp arrived at 7:02 p.m. 

 

 The Christmas Parade will be held December 7; the Christmas tree lighting will 

be December 6; and there will be carriage rides in the Centertown area. 

 

The Mayor said there are tables reserved for the December 4
th

 event honoring Delegate 

Lacey E. Putney. 

 

Vice Mayor Vest, Chairman of the Finance Committee, said the committee met earlier in 

the evening to review the annual audit. 

 

Mayor Wandrei added the following items to the agenda:  Proclamation – honoring 

Delegate Lacey E. Putney; and a closed session pursuant to Section 2.2-3711(a) (3), of 

the Code of Virginia of 1950, as amended, for the disposition of publicly held real 

property, where discussion in an open meeting would adversely affect the bargaining 

position. 

 

Town Manager Kolakowski reviewed the following item on the consent agenda:  The 

National D-Day Memorial Foundation is sponsoring a Veteran’s Parade on Saturday, 

June 7, 2014, at 10:00 a.m. and is requesting that Council authorize the closing of the 

following streets for the event: 

 

From 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m., start on College Street, proceed up Peaks Street, right 

on North Bridge Street, and then left on East Main concluding at the Court House 
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steps.  At the conclusion of the parade, they would like to ring the Town bell 19 times 

for each of the 19 Bedford Boy’s fatalities from our community. 

  

The Town Manager said that Council was requested to close the above streets for a 

Veteran’s Parade on Saturday, June 7, 2014, at 10:00 a.m.  

 

On motion by Vice Mayor Vest, seconded by Councilman Hailey, voted upon and carried 

unanimously, Council approved the request to close the above streets for a Veteran’s 

Parade on Saturday, June 7, 2014, at 10:00 a.m.  

 

The Town Manager reviewed the following item on the consent agenda:  there are 

presently several vacancies on the Keep Bedford Beautiful Commission.  Mr. Patrick 

Ellis has expressed an interest in serving on this board, if appointed by Council.  The 

vacancies have been advertised in the local newspaper, and no other citizens have 

volunteered to serve. Town Council was requested to appoint Mr. Patrick Ellis to serve 

on the Keep Bedford Beautiful Commission, said term to expire June 30, 2016. 

 

On motion by Councilman Stanley, seconded by Councilman Tharp, voted upon and 

carried by a roll call vote, Council appointed Mr. Patrick Ellis to serve on the Keep 

Bedford Beautiful Commission, said term to expire June 30, 2016.  

 

Ms. Julie Moore, Brown Edwards and Company, presented the FY2013 Audit Report.  

Ms. Moore said Brown Edwards and Company issued a clean opinion on the financial 

statement.  She noted that the Town had reduced its debt by about 3.8 million dollars in 

the past year. 

 

Vice Mayor Vest said if members of Council had any questions about the audit to contact 

the Finance Director. 

 

Town Manager Kolakowski said that as part of previous discussions related to reversion, 

Council indicated an interest in amending the Town’s policy regarding holiday 

observance to match that of Bedford County.  The current County policy was adopted 

June 24, 2002 by the Board of Supervisors.  It states that “[T]he following holidays are 

authorized to be observed each year; however the County will follow the State if 

additional days are approved by the Governor. 

 

a.  New Year’s Day (1
st
 day of January) 

b. Lee-Jackson Day (Friday before the third Monday in January) 

c. Martin Luther King Day (Third Monday in January) 

d. Presidents Day (Third Monday in February) 

e. Memorial Day (Last Monday in May) 

f. Independence Day (4
th

 of July) 

g. Labor Day (First Monday in September) 

h. Columbus Day (Second Monday in October) 

i. Veterans Day (11
th

 of November) 

j. Thanksgiving Day and the day after (Fourth Thursday and Friday in 

November) 

k. Christmas Day (25
th

 of December) 
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Whenever any observed holiday falls on Saturday, the Friday preceding such day, or 

whenever such day falls on Sunday, the Monday next following such day, shall be 

observed as the holiday for purposes of leave absences.”  Mr. Kolakowski said the 

Town’s current policy differs from the County in terms of specific holiday dates and the 

number of holidays observed.  Council received a sheet showing a direct comparison of 

the two jurisdictions’ current holiday policies.  Adoption of the County’s policy would 

result in a net increase of one day each year.  The additional personnel cost incurred for 

each day of holiday pay is $2,712.  The Town Manager said Council was requested to 

amend the Town’s holiday observance policy to match that of Bedford County effective 

January 1, 2014. 

     

On motion by Councilman Tharp, seconded by Councilman Hailey, voted upon and 

carried by a roll call vote, Council amended the Town’s holiday observance policy to 

match that of Bedford County effective January 1, 2014.  Roll call vote follows: 

 

Councilman Carson   aye 

Councilman Hailey   aye 

Councilman Rush   absent 

   Councilman Stanley   aye 

   Councilman Tharp   aye 

Vice Mayor Vest   aye 

Mayor Wandrei   aye 

 

            On motion by Vice Mayor Vest, seconded by Councilman Hailey, voted upon and carried 

by a roll call vote, Council adopted a resolution honoring Lacey E. Putney for his fifty-

two years of service to the Bedford Community as a member of the House of Delegates 

of the Virginia General Assembly.  Roll call vote follows: 

 

Councilman Hailey   aye 

Councilman Rush   absent 

   Councilman Stanley   aye    

   Councilman Tharp   aye 

Vice Mayor Vest   aye 

   Councilman Carson   aye    

   Mayor Wandrei   aye 
 

  The resolution follows as adopted: 

 

RESOLUTION 
 

  Whereas, Lacey E. Putney is a Bedford County native having been born and 

raised in Big Island; and 

 

  Whereas, he graduated from Big Island High School and continued the long 

tradition of his community by receiving a scholarship to play baseball for 

Washington and Lee University; and  
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  Whereas he has been engaged in the practice of law in the town of Bedford since 

1957; and 

   

  Whereas, he has served in the Virginia House of Delegates since 1962 and is 

currently serving his 52
nd

year (27
th

 term) – representing the 19
th

 Legislative 

District; and  

 

  Whereas, he has the honor of being the longest-serving member of the General 

Assembly in the history of the Commonwealth of Virginia; and 

 

Whereas, he has served as Chairman of the House Appropriations Committee 

since 2008 – affording a powerful voice for the Town and County of Bedford; and  

 

Whereas, he served as Speaker of the House of Delegates from June, 2002 to 

January, 2003; and 

 

Whereas, he has benefited the Bedford community with assistance for the 

National D-Day Memorial, Thomas Jefferson’s Poplar Forest, Bedford Ride 

Program, Bedford Museum, Avenel, the Sedalia Center and many more; and  

 

  Whereas, he has aided in economic development of the community by providing 

funding for the Stony Creek Reservoir, assistance for the location of TEVA in 

Bedford County and assistance for  other industries that are the life blood of the 

community; and  

  

  Whereas, he was instrumental in assuring funding for Independence Boulevard 

and for improvements to Highway 501; and 

 

  Whereas Delegate Putney’s exceptional service to the constituents of his district 

and more specifically his hometown of Bedford has been conducted in a manner 

that represents the highest ideals of public service; and 

 

  Whereas Delegate Putney’s tenure in the General Assembly reflects admirably on 

the trust and support his constituents came to place in him as a man of integrity 

who would ably and honorably represent them; and 

 

  Whereas Delegate Putney’s service reflects the finest aspects of Virginia’s long 

and proud history as birthplace of extraordinary leaders; and 

 

  Whereas the citizens of Bedford are tremendously grateful for the time, talent and 

remarkable commitment that Delegate Putney has shown over his historic tenure;  

 

  Now Therefore, be it Resolved by the Town Council of Bedford and the Board of 

Supervisors of Bedford County that Lacey E. Putney is honored for his fifty-two  

years of service to the Bedford Community as a member of the House of 

Delegates of the Virginia General Assembly.   
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Vice Mayor Vest moved that Council adjourn into closed session pursuant to Section 2.2-

3711(a) (3), of the Code of Virginia of 1950, as amended, for the disposition of publicly 

held real property, where discussion in an open meeting would adversely affect the 

bargaining position.  Councilman Hailey seconded the motion.  The motion was voted 

upon and carried by the following roll call vote: 

 

Councilman Rush   absent 

   Councilman Stanley   aye    

   Councilman Tharp   aye 

   Vice Mayor Vest   aye 

   Councilman Carson   aye 

   Councilman Hailey   aye    

   Mayor Wandrei   aye 

  

Council adjourned into closed session at 7:12 p.m.  The following non-council members 

attended:  Town Manager Kolakowski and Town Attorney W. W. Berry, IV. 

 

Council reconvened into open session at 7:19 p.m. 

 

The Clerk of Council read aloud the following resolution: 

 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the Town of Bedford hereby 

certifies that (1) only public business matters lawfully exempted from 

open meeting requirements by Virginia law were discussed in the closed 

meeting to which this certification resolution applies, and (2) only such 

public business matters as were identified in the motion convening the 

closed meeting were heard, discussed or considered by the Council. 

 

 

On motion by Councilman Tharp, seconded by Vice Mayor Vest, voted upon and carried 

by a roll call vote, Council adopted the resolution.  Roll call vote follows: 

 

Councilman Stanley   aye    

   Councilman Tharp   aye 

   Vice Mayor Vest   aye 

   Councilman Carson   aye 

   Councilman Hailey   aye 

   Councilman Rush   absent    

   Mayor Wandrei   aye 

 

Mayor Wandrei adjourned the meeting at 7:20 p.m.  


