
 
A group of Bedford area business owners, local officials and interested citizens is exploring the possibility of partnering with the 

Artisans Center of Virginia’s Artisan Trail Network to develop an Artisan Trail in Bedford. 
 

What is the ACV Artisan Trail Network? 
The Artisan Center of Virginia (ACV) developed the Artisan Trail 

Network to offer a unique opportunity to form strategic 

alliances with artisans, venues, galleries and retailers across the 

state, while connecting points of interest, restaurants, and 

accommodation locations in the related communities in order 

to enhance regional tourism activity. The Artisan Trail Network 

is an innovative program to leverage ACV’s broad-based 

grassroots membership into a coordinated marketing and 

outreach campaign to strengthen local communities while 

strengthening Virginia’s craft industry. 
 

Who can participate in an Artisan Trail? 

Trail participation is open to Virginia artisans, farms and craft 

venues that are members of the Artisans Center of Virginia and 

meet certain criteria (businesses that provide food, lodging or 

are a point of interest qualify to apply as a Supporting Trail Site.  

The Artisan Trail Network with its community loops are 

designed to attract visitors to artisan studios, agri-artisan farms 

and local craft businesses.  Trail participation is comprised of 

the following categories: 

 Craft Artisan:  Individual Virginia craft artisan studio 

businesses that make hand-crafted objects without 

the use of kits, commercial models and whose primary 

components are not manufactured.   

 Agri-Artisan:  Agricultural-based Virginia businesses 

that rely on natural resources of the land such as 

family farms, vineyards, wineries, breweries, orchards, 

organic farming, roadside stands, etc.  These 

enterprises produce food, fiber, unique crops or 

livestock, add value to traditional agricultural 

products, or offer recreational, education, nature or 

other farm based activities. 

 Craft Related Business or Venue:  Venues, businesses 

and organizations who are primarily engaged in 

selling, exhibiting or promoting locally made crafts.  

This can include schools, museums, galleries and 

cultural/historic sites that have a direct connection to 

artisan aspects and cultural heritage. 

 Supporting Sites:  Businesses or sites that enhance the 

artisan trail.  These sites offer visitors places to eat, 

sleep or unique places to visit and include, but are not 

limited to bed and breakfasts, restaurants, agri-

tourism venues that represent agri-artisans, 

entertainment venues and other points of interest. 

What services does ACV offer to communities 

implementing an Artisan Trail? 
ACV provides an organizational structure and back office 

support for the implementation process.  Among other things, 

this includes working with the community to form a 

management team which guides the implementation, providing 

training for trail ambassadors who interpret the project to the 

broader community, production of print and web-based 

marketing, and helping to identify and secure funding sources. 
 

How is the implementation of an Artisan Trail 

funded? 
While a final budget for trail implementation is determined by 

the trail management team, ACV estimates that the two-year 

implementation costs approximately $25,000.  Most 

implementations are funded through a variety of sources, 

including private donations, tourism matching grants, 

government allocations and trail participant fees. 
 

Does Bedford have a critical mass of potential 

participants to sustain an Artisan Trail? 
Yes!  See the opposite side for a list of just some potential 

participants.  As noted, this is not a comprehensive list but 

rather a starting point for conversation.  You can see, there is 

already much going on.  An Artisan Trail would be an excellent 

way to get the word out about all that Bedford has to offer. 
 

How can I get more information or volunteer? 
Contact (540) 586-8482 or artisantrailbedford@gmail.com to 

get more information and/or volunteer to help with this effort.  

Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/artisantrailbedford 



The Potential for an Artisan Trail in Bedford 
The following list includes possible sites that might be included on an artisan trail in Bedford.  The list includes the ACV categories 

and others which reflect the broad range of artisan and cultural offerings in Bedford.  Potential supporting sites (food, lodging, etc.) 

not included due to space.  This is by no means meant to be a comprehensive list but rather a starting point for conversation. 

 

CRAFT ARTISANS/ARTISTS  

(Studios and/or represented by Craft-

Related Venues) 

 Black Lion Forge and Studio – 

Peter Buchanan 

 Capture Moments Charcoal 

Portraits – Lauren Young 

 Centertown Pottery – Gene and 

Sally Carter 

 Draconian Leatherworks 

 Goose Creek Woodworks – Larry 

Durey 

 Goose Creek Furniture – Jeff 

Garrett 

 HAL Woodworking - Roger 

Henderson  

 Heidi’s Golden Moose – Heidi 

Carlone  

 Lightning Welding and Fabrication 

 MT Maxwell Furniture – Michael 

Maxwell 

 Old Moneta Ironworks 

 Sagebrush Pottery – Kate Larsen 

 SER Art Stained Glass Studio – 

Shelley LaTreill 

 Smiling Goat Studio – Amy Carter 

 Studio 43 Pottery – Sonya  

Forte 

 Terramio – Helen Maxwell 

 Belvia Tate – mixed media 

 Beulah Witt - watercolor 

 Brigitte Petersen – photography 

 Chris Lorenz - oil 

 Dale and Josh Ridgeway -

woodwork 

 Dan Perkins – pottery 

 Dotti Stone - mosaic 

 Ed Wennetstrom – woodwork 

 Hugh Key – woodwork 

 James Jones – musical instruments 

 James Underwood – pastel 

 Jeff Goggin - photography 

 Jewel Tumas – weaving 

 Joe Collins – bronze sculpture 

 John Norcross – wood & folk art 

 Kurt Kinderman - mixed media 

 L T Skinnell – metalwork 

 Larry Shmehl – mixed media 

 Lori Stetson –wireworks and oil 

 Mitchell Bond – stain/fused glass 

 Nancy Blankenship - pottery 

 Nancy Laurent - acrylic 

 Pat Dougherty – oil and acrylic 

 Patricia Strobel - oil 

 Patrick Ellis – mixed media 

 Revelle Hamilton - watercolor 

 Rod Adams - watercolor  

 Theresa Dittrich - oil 

AGRI-ARTISANS 

 Andy and Barry Arrington 

 Apple Valley/Gross’s Orchard 

 Bedford Farmers’ Market 

 Bramble Hollow Farm 

 Forest Farmers’ Market 

 Hickory Hill Wineries 

 IdleWild Farm 

 Johnson’s Orchard 

 Kennedy’s Orchard 

 LeoGrande Winery 

 Maple Hallow Farm 

 Morgan Farms 

 Mountain Run Farm 

 Otter Peaks Alpaca Farm 

 Peaks of Otter Winery 

 Reba Farm Inn 

 Savoy-Lee Winery 

 Scott’s Strawberry Farm 

 Skinnell’s Orchard 

 Soulstice Farm 

 TLC Organic Orchard 

 White Rock Winery 

CRAFT RELATED BUSINESSES OR 

VENUES 

 Appalachian Images and Framing 

 Art Upstairs at Bedford Hardware 

 Artist’s Village – Gross’ Orchard 

 Art-on-Depo 

 Bedford County Administration 

Building 

 Bedford Public Library 

 Beyond These Hills Gallery 

 Bower Center for the Arts 

 City of Bedford Administration 

Building 

 Decoy Room 

 Elk Creek Woodworking 

 Emerson Creek Pottery 

 ETC Gallery at Cup-a-Joe 

 Goose Creek Studio 

 Hearthside Quilts 

 Rainbow Row Gallery 

 Sedalia Center 

 The Art of Virginia 

POINTS OF INTEREST 

 Avenel  

 Bedford Community Orchestra 

  Bedford Meeting House 

 Bedford Museum 

 Big Otter Mill 

 Friends of the Library Concerts 

 Little Town Players 

  Poplar Forest 

 Wharton Foundation Garden  

ANNUAL EVENTS 

 2nd Fridays in Centertown 

 Bedford Craft Show - Bedford 

Women’s Club 

 Big Otter Mill Festival 

 CenterFest – Bedford Mainstreet 

 Horse and Hound Festival – 

Johnson’s Orchard 

 Gross’ Apple Blossom and Apple 

Harvest Festivals 

 Olde Liberty Fibre Faire 

 Peaks and Pieces Quit Show – 

Bedford Library/Peaks and Pieces 

Quilt Guild 

 SMAC Annual Art Show 

 SMAC Annual Photography Show 

 Smith Mountain Lake Wine 

Festival – SML Chamber 









HAVE YOU TAKEN THE 
ARTISAN TRAIL NETWORK SURVEY YET? 

  
Your input is very important as we set out to build a network of driving trails  
that connect visitors to artisan studios, galleries, agri-artisan businesses & farms,  
lodging, restaurants and points of interest within a trail region.  
  
Click here to take the survey. 
  
It takes about 10 minutes and additionally provides us with insights for developing 
other ACV programming such as Studio School courses and Retail Alliance (Shop 
ACV) affiliations to help you advance your business. 
 
We invite you to take the survey regardless of where you operate in the state as we 
look to expand opportunities for artisans all across the Commonwealth.  
  
ACV is actively developing the "HeART and Soil of the Shenandoah Valley"  
artisan trail in Augusta County (including Staunton & Waynesboro), the  
Virginia's Western Highlands Artisan Trail (Craig, Alleghany, Bath & Highland 
Counties), in addition to having launched the Monticello Artisan Trail (Nelson & 
Albemarle Counties continue to welcome enrollment) last fall. 
  
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ACVArtisanTrailNetworkSurvey
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