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For Immediate Release: Bedford County Names its Artisan Trail

Bedford County, VA: - The Artisans Center of Virginia (ACV), in partnership with Bedford County

Citizens celebrates the naming of the newest artisan trail in the Artisan Trail Network system:

Bedford Artisan Trail 

Handcrafted and Homegrown in the Shadow of the Peaks of Otter

After 4 months of community meetings, lunch & learns, and an exciting amount of creative input with

consideration by key stakeholders and trail’s management team, concensus lead to the branding of

their trail under the county & town's well-recognized name

"The Bedford Artisan Trail provides us with the opportunity to showcase and share with the

traveling public the extraordinary treasures produced by our artisans and agricultural community."

Sergei Troubetzkoy, Director of Tourism and the Bedford County Visitors Center.

With 35 trails sites already registered in the program during the preparation phase, the naming of the

trail kicks off the official registration period for the trail. Although registration in the program is year

‘round, those who wish to be included in the trail’s launch brochure/map, which is a comprehensive

print feature, must register by March 31, 2014.

"I am still amazed at the depth of talent in Bedford County. The Bedford Artisan Trail will share

this talent with everyone." Nancy O’Neal

The Bedford Artisan Trail is a regional trailway that connects destinations including artisan/artist

studios, galleries, agri-artisan farms, markets, local restaurants, lodging, and area points of interest

http://artisanscenterofvirginia.createsend1.com/t/j-e-iljljjl-httrdtxy-r/
http://artisanscenterofvirginia.updatemyprofile.com/j-iljljjl-0DF8E06F-httrdtxy-y
http://artisanscenterofvirginia.createsend1.com/t/j-u-iljljjl-httrdtxy-j/
http://artisanscenterofvirginia.cmail3.com/t/j-fb-iljljjl-httrdtxy-t/?act=wv
http://artisanscenterofvirginia.cmail3.com/t/j-fb-iljljjl-httrdtxy-i/?act=wv
http://artisanscenterofvirginia.createsend1.com/t/j-tw-iljljjl-httrdtxy-d/
http://artisanscenterofvirginia.createsend1.com/t/j-tw-iljljjl-httrdtxy-h/
http://artisanscenterofvirginia.forwardtomyfriend.com/j-httrdtxy-0DF8E06F-iljljjl-l-k
http://artisanscenterofvirginia.forwardtomyfriend.com/j-httrdtxy-0DF8E06F-iljljjl-l-u


in Bedford County.

The trail’s “handcrafted and home grown” focus offers an attractive and compelling pathway

celebrating the artisan traditions and culture of Bedford County and is viewed as a major economic

development and tourism initiative for the area.

“There is much excitement for the coming of the Bedford Artisan Trail to our area. Bower Center

for the Arts is anxious for all the new visitors it will bring to our venue.” Sara Braaten, Bower Center

for the Arts 

Along with promoting the visibility and sales of local artisan-related products, the Trail will provide an

important boost to the area’s general tourism industry by extending visitor stays in the community

and increasing the attractiveness as a tourist destination.

“I love the Bedford area and am SO EXCITED to hear about the Bedford Artisan Trail. When I

travel I always look for a “local” experience and “local” artifacts to bring home with me. I have a

feeling this will bring me back again and again!” Karen Joyce, a visitor to the region.

Why get on the Bedford Artisan Trail

Year ‘round trail promotion via the trail’s

website features includes a regional map of

trail sites, each trail site’s unique profile

which includes their business description,

hours of operation, address, and location on

the trail map along with social marketing

integrations and other informational features

for events and activity promotions.

“At the Sedalia Center our motto is: "For the

Art of Living and the Living Arts" and our

beautiful 20 acre campus is naturally a

support site for the Artisan Trail! We look

forward to experiencing the positive impact

the Bedford Artisan Trail will have on our

community.” Virginia McCabe, Sedalia

Center 

Benefiting from ACV’s substantive online positioning and traffic, the “Plan a Visit” function allows

visitors use the integrated trip planner applications of the Virginia Tourism Corporation to easily

map out their trail adventures, save attractions, shopping, dining, lodging and other travel information

and items of interest to personalize and maximize their travels.

In addition to the artisan studios and agricultural artisan businesses, supporting sites such as

locally owned lodging, restaurants and cultural points of interest are welcome to become site

participants on the trail.

"Those of us in the Bedford area lodging community are really excited about the Bedford Artisan

Trail. In addition to promoting the trail, we believe the 'treasure' we have to offer will be providing

quality accommodations and superior service to all who visit." Susan McSlarrow, The Country

Bumpkins B&B



"Both Millstone Tea Room and our new Town Kitchen & Provisions restaurants are very excited to

support the forthcoming Bedford Artisan Trail and look forward to being part of a growing culture of

the arts and a community of artisans simply unrivaled in the state of Virginia." Jared Srsic,

Proprietor

Interested individuals and businesses in the Bedford Artisan Trail area can request the “Artisan

Trail Network Tool-Kit” explaining the participation criteria and program details by contacting the

Artisans Center of Virginia at trails@artisanscenterofvirginia.org or 

Click here to learn more and enroll today! 

About Bedford County

Bedford County offers a treasure trove of

Virginia experiences!

With its picturesque landscape of farms and

townships nestled against the Blue Ridge

Mountains it is home to some of Virginia’s

most exceptional artisans and artists.

Bedford's numerous annual festivals highlight

local art, culture, fine wines, and Bedford’s farmland bounty.

An adventurer’s paradise, the famed 19th century Beale Treasure is buried somewhere in the

mountains of Bedford County, however here you also will find gold spilling from the sunsets over hill

and dale. Explore the Peaks of Otter at dawn, dive in at Smith Mountain Lake Park, wander through

Thomas Jefferson's Poplar Forest and bask in the peaceful solitude as you hike along the

Appalachian Trail and stop to catch your breath on one of the rugged overlooks.

Be sure to visit the world-famous National D-Day Memorial at the intersection where Burks Hill Road,

Route 460 and Route 122 come together, also home to the Bedford Welcome Center, where you will

find a true Virginia welcome, Bedford Style! 

The Bedford Artisan Trail Management Team consists of:

Traci Blido, Bedford County Economic Development

Mitchell Bond, Goose Creek Studio Gallery & Custom Framing

Sara Braaten, Bower Center for the Arts

Bonnie Dominguez, Artisans Center of Virginia

Ronnie Gross, Gross’ Orchard

Virginia McCabe, Sedalia Center

Susan McSlarrow, Country Bumpkins Bed & Breakfast

Sherri Smith, Artisans Center of Virginia

Nancy O’Neal, Artisan/Community Volunteer

Brigitte Petersen, Artisan/Community Volunteer

Carolyn Seaman, Peaks of Otter Gift Shop/TurtleWorks

Jared Srsic, Millstone Tea Room/Town Kitchen Provisions

Sergei Troubetzkoy, Bedford Area Welcome Center
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About the Artisans Center of Virginia

The Artisans Center of Virginia (ACV) develops and implements

systems and strategies to improve economic outcomes for Virginia

artisans and their communities while assisting them in promoting

their local artisan culture.

In 1997 the Artisans Center of Virginia was incorporated and on

June 11, 2000, it was designated to the public as the “Official State

Artisans Center.” Service to the entire state and its artisan

community has been at the forefront of planning and programming.

One of three primary strategic progam initiatives of the ACV, the

Artisan Trail Network with its community loops are designed to

attract visitors to artisan studios, agri-artisan farms and local artisan

businesses (Research, based on similar artisan trails/craft related

activities in Western North Carolina per a 2008 study has shown

that compared to the earlier (1995) HandMade in America study, "Craft consumers reported $164.09

total craft spending at the event where they were surveyed and annual craft spending of $908.61.

This is a 46% increase over the 1995 study. Craft consumers visiting the area reported spending

$146.86 per day compared to $95.94 per day for the 2006 visitor. They spent a total of $642.03 on

their trip to Western North Carolina, of which $245.94 was spent on craft purchases - 38.31%- and

$396.09 on lodging, transportation, meals, and other purchases."  CLICK HERE to read the full

study  ).

The Bedford Artisan Trail is a regional trail of the Artisans Center of Virginia (ACV), statewide

Artisan Trail Network program, in partnership with Bedford Citizens, Bedford County Tourism and the

Bedford Economic Development Authority.

The state of Virginia’s “official” artisan organization, the Artisans Center of Virginia is supported by

its members and other program partners like the Virginia Commission for the Arts and Virginia

Tourism Corporation with additional support made possible for the Artisan Trail Network program by

the Virginia Department of Housing and Community Development and local foundations and

community sponsors in regional trail jurisdictions.

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦

 The culture of the Virginia Artisan inspires appreciative audiences for its unique products while

expressing a distinctive way of life. It invokes a natural order, firmly woven into the everyday fabric of

an artisan’s life, embracing the familiar relationship between the acts of creating and living. Once

immersed in the culture, whether producing “hand-made” or enjoying the use and aesthetic of artisan

produced items, an intimate lifelong relationship of value and appreciation emerges strong and true.

Artisan culture links the past, present & future, reconciling “meaning” with “making”, as it embodies

traditional practices and explores creative inovations and new trends that touch all facets of society.

Bedford Artisan Trail Sponsors
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Click here to ask how you can become a sponsor of the Bedford Artisan Trail

"Handcrafting Virginia's Artisan Economy"

The Artisans Center of Virginia is an officially registered 501(c)3
with the Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer
Services. 
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